A; N08 


Proved ImpraRicable , Impoſlible , 


| And, even in the 


PINION 


O F 


DISSENTERS, 
inful and Unlawful. 


London , Printed for Thomas Dring , at the Corner of 
| Chancery Lane next Fleer-Street , 1685. 
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CONSCIENCE 
Conſidered, &>c. 


T might reaſonably have been hoped” that” a- 
Cauſe, fo often baffled, fo difowned by Hea-- 
ven, ſo abandoned by all good men; fo. for-- 
faken of Reaſon, ſo confounded by Guilt, and: 
as apparently diſmal in future' Conſequences, 
ds it hath'been. fatal to-theſe Nations * in for- 

mer Effets , might ar laſt have been contented to lie 

buried under the Aſhes of thoſe Ruins it had raiſed, 

as Monuments of its Eternal Tnfamy-to all future A-- 

ges ; however'it had been butian indifferent and-ob- 

vious ſort of Prudence for-the Fattion : of Diſſenters to : 

& 3; - * have. 


tor, 1s defigned and intended ,: if it can be gained, by 


6  Toleration proved Imprafticable. 


have laid their Fingers upon their Mouths, and by 
Reeping-to have diſfembled a kind-of Death, till the 


Good Nature of the Government had,according to that 
frequent Experience which they have ſo often abufed, 
paſſed another Free and General Pardon in favour of 
them ; ahd truly-to:b&m ftlus torun upon Tick for 
Pardons, -before the-Okd,* andthe late New contracted 
Debts of the Faftion had been compounded for , is a 
thing of ſuch Extraordinary . Confidence , that one 
may well fear they will not find Publick Faith enough 
at this time. of the day. to give them Credit. And It 
may perhaps raiſe'a Diſpute,, whether this'Religious 
Tooth-ach, which isalways either fo raging, as to put 
the State into a Fever , or upon the application of 
gentle Remedies, ſo ſtubbornly importunate, as to put 
the Government fo continual pain , and not to permit 
it any. Repoſe, may noft'tempt the trying the laſt Ex- 
periments-of Severity upon the Diſeaſe, and removing 
the Hollow Tooth to preſcrve the reſt from being 
tainted with its Poiſon 2 | | 

.T confeſs I could ſcarcely have believed it had been 


poſſible to have -jound-a-Pen fo-bold, as to demand Li- 


berty and Toleration to carry on New Aſſociations, 
Excluſions , and Rye-Houſe Aſlaſſinations , or New- 
maxtet. Murders : But ] ſee nothing is impoſlible? 
And whatever fluttcring pretences are made, that it is 
purely Religious Liberty only that is deſired ; there is 
nothing-more tranſparently clear,even to the leaſt dif- 


cerning Eye. Than that this Religious Liberty, which 


the Innocent of the Fattion, if fach there be, are put 
upon clamouring, petitioning, tegging, or intreating 


the 


oY 
* 
6 
33 
x 
" * 
4 
$3 
[C'y 
ot! 
"HF 
© 
ro t5..4 
xa 
<K 
> 
E» 
FRY 
wo 
1... 
JW 
Foe 5 
Pd £ 
TL — 
q 
; 
-& 
* 
42 
= 
hl 1 
- 
E 
VP 
E 
p 
E-1 
* 
= 


4 
> OS = 0 HIS 
 OTIJ- .- # a -*g L En. 3 REC tf A OO OTNOY >» IO 
_— BEE REIT Lo, LOTTOLAE Wnldim. Rv <2. 4s by I” 
I, (O41 pets L 1.49 \ns = 1 I 
[IEP £8 #7 Frans yy Rs 1 8 _ 4, * dds PE! E <A oy Ge 
Þ > OY © % "OED not): re Ae RES 


Taleration. proved ImpraFicable. 7 


the more Politick Heads of the Faction , as the Foun- 
dation: of alk their future Deſigns of fubverting the 
Government. Give them but this Spot to fix. their 
Engine upon , and, like Archimedes, they will not 
doubt, from the former -Experience. they have had of 
it, but that they ſhall be able to remove the Earth 
from off its Centre, and: the Government with Eaſe 
from off its Hinges. And in Effet he that begs for 
Toleration of all Opinions and Sects, in how purely 
Spiritual a Senſe ſoever, only deſires to have ſo many 
Barrels of Gunpowder to: be ready to clap under the 
Government , and to hold the Lenſtock- with the 
lighted Match in his hand : And then, the Capitulati- 
on will be very ſhort.. Gentlemen of the Govern- 
ment, Will you. pleaſe to diſmount 2 Good Mr. Mo- 
narchy, Does. it pleaſe you to give way to the Com-- 
mon-wealth 2 If not, look you, here-are ſo many Bar- 
rels. of. Tender Conſcience ready, . upon the touch, to. 
take fire ; ſo that here's but this Choice, To comply, 
or periſh. ...This we have ſeen , this I hope we never 
ſhall fee: again. We have ſeen Good King Charles the: 
Firſt, and the Government Civil and . Eccleſiaſtical 
thus beſet with theſe Demands, with theſe Threat- 
nings -from the Men of Conſcience. We have ſeen 
the Fatal Blow given , which hath amazed the whole 
Earth. We have ſeen the Government blown into the: 
Air, and ſhattered into a thonfand pieces by. this Spiri-- 
tual Gun-powder.. We have ſeen the Mine fo. happi-- 
ly diſcovered , which ſhould. at once have buried the- 
Merciful Charles, the Glorious James , our now moſt. 
Augult and Gracious Sovereign, . our Laws, Liberties, 
Religion and Government ; and all fille&with the ſame: * 
| IV | 'Materials,, 


os IIS 


rs 


ears F "FP 4 > 4 7m? y $0 m p 
< VL TL RS 4 v 4 cath p "oF drug + ” Oe y Sade oi eu. ” ws « 
7 - COAT — \ pL es "18 J "6 MP TELTY 6, MR OE. p ths ooh es 1% 6 Et , _ N 
» ” pus + GIA. 5 <A ON F : os tin 2 "x 0 Wie on gs alt od nan” le,” PR a, Agee FA 
wp* : , R wa L © 30 t 4 & : . fb IL-3 A LAI, oo, 102.4 "3 
I . * - Ss CO 0p - 3 : Y % ic. <- 
? . A ; , Y a tal»: 555% ) 
% S bY NET Mee» 7 
. FUR. - 26. "Fr Won * 
+ \ bo _ w wn ; 
= es 9” hn. me ———_ yy Cre : DIR : 0 Rs mw : er 4» AY'% ; Looks. oh 1 as 
: ba | VS. Se WE I 
; Poe L 
>, © Rn Sen rg eng, ws % OE IO oo og er on I Eee 4 Fe Rr 
way kad m—_ = _ l g q 
> 03.25 
” 
pe : 
on 


8' "Tilerationprovel Injratiicable; 


| Materials, all wrought with the fame hands , and juſt 


ready for the fame dreadful Execution. It'1s a ſtrange 


thing that thefe men will not allow us the Wit, which 


we have bought fo dear, and that, if the burnt Child 
dreads the Fire, they ſhould think us ſo below that 
Sucking Policy, as to permit them, not only to raiſe 
the fame Combuſtions and Flames, but that we muſt 
be ſuch ſtark Fools 'to leap into them anpon their in- 
treaties and Perſwafions that we ſhan't be hurt or 
burnt ; and yet alf this muſt happen to us again upon 
a Tolteration, or elſe all the Wiſe Men of the Nation, 
except thoſe of the Faction, are extremely deceived in 
the Meaftres of Computation, 'and Conjectures' con- 
cerning future Events, for all that I have ever heard 
dſ{courfe or ever have ſeen write their Thoughts up- 
on this Subject do agree with a Nemine contradicente 
in this great Truth ; That the Granting of Toleration 
to -Difſenters, is the moſt” certain Expedient to Ruin 
the Government. Gs | 

. T cannot indeed wonder that the Diſſenting Party 
ſhould ' now pray for the taking off the Penal Laws; 
who not long ago tan beltowing up and down the 
Streets, * with thofe'farious Vores which the late Con- 
ſpiratars had made to that Purpoſe, and Infolently 
threatned Vengeance to fach honeſt Miniſters of 
Juſtice, who not believing that the Imperfect Breath of 
a Vote was a ſufficient Re eal to the Royal Sanction 
of a Law, hn cir Duty and their Con- 
ſcience Mm putting” the | 
confeſs, more than commonly furprized to ſee the Fa- 


- Ron humbly offering their Politick Confiderations. 


to 'x' Partiament,” whoſe Genius, without” confaking” 
| Aſtrology, 


ti Execution : "Bur lam, I 


5 Jew. 
£5. ns 


Toleration proved Impraficable. 


Aftrology, a man may preſume to j eſs will not Ee 
very inclinable to Repeal any Live 16" abſofately-iee' 
ceſfry tothe Rifety of the Ring's Perſon, ! the Sc? 
ceſſion of his'Royal Houſe, afd The Pea > 2nd" Secuiri-" 
ty of the Government, but who will rather imploy. 
their Zeal and Wiſdom, their Diligence and Tnduſtry, 
for the Future , to -put 4t out 'of the Power of '1ll' 
Men to' ſhake "the* Crown," br difturb/the':Cbmmon 


| Peace and Tranquillity of the'Nation; by putting ill 


Men out of all manner of Power, Truſt, and Capa- 
city of - influencing” Publique Councils ,7 and coun- 
tenancing, by any abuſed Authority, - Fadtious- 


- Principles and Diſloyal Pradtices,though never 0/Guin- 


ningly trick'd np in the Habit of Conſcience, and 
Dreſs of Religion.' But certainly it is the moſt af- 
fronting Confidence in the World,” That theſe Diſſent- 
ing People ſhould preſume to, ground (their Hopes up- 
on his Prefent Majeſty's Bounty and Clemency:' ' And 
Fdoubt not but the King, who is as an Angel of ' God, 
may anſwer them with the fame Reaſon and Wiſdom 
as Solomon did his Fooliſh begging Brother ; Let hin 
ask- the Kingdom alſo ; . Tet them. as his -Imperial' 
Crown and Royal Scepter, itis but "doing i by a 


. Stratagem and Artifice: Nor is it difficult ! to believe 


that they, who made it ſo Unanimous a point of -Con-: 
ſcience and Religion, as to a ſingle Man, to be United” 
in the Expediency and abſolate Neceſſiry of Exliiding'! 
Fames Duke of Tork, Albaiy, 'and @{fter; from 'ſac-! 
ceeding| to the Imperial Crown'of this Realm; would: 
be much tenderer towards James the Second, by the-- 
Grace of God King of F»e/and,. &c. And I' telieve 
it is not poſi bie to find” that” Difſenter-.in-all hig/Ma-: 
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jellies .Nominiqns, who, was not-actua, i. r-en- 
Jn, promomnngs..petitioning,...and a dreſſing tor 
14.6 LB 1: W th 'muſt - have been-;the laſt” Will 
and; Teſtament of the - Hereditary, Monarchy;” or at 


” «a + 4 


muſt think, of enevugg who. treat himat this, Rate; as 
if the ready;way to ſtep into his Royal. hayour were: 


to be: his Enemy; or as, if it were the beſt. Maxim of 
his. 'beſt Friends. and : give 


+ + %# - 


Government t9 oblige 


them yup7for a Boaty-ang @ Prey. to his, Worſt: Enemies. 


L.confels his: Charity -and Clemency muſt at. that. cate 
tar Exceed that of his Royal Brother, to whom the In- 
gratitude gf thoſe, upon. whon'it was conferrd, made. 
even his Mercy: ſo difadyantageous.as to have wanted 


but lite of proving,lus Ruiny and. verifying the Cha- 


racter which-Shaftsbury ina; good - humour. gave of 
him, That; he had she Royal Vertue of Mercy, even to 
a Fault; But whatever.thoughts theſe People have of 
the Eaſineſs of the Kingor the-Inclinableneſs of the En- 
facing. Patliament ;to give them Toleration, 1 meet 
with a great many of his beſt Subjects, who are w a 
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Toleration proved Impratiicable. a 
far different Opitiidn Wd flo ER more hSdo- 


_rably:of the: Wikdorivof:their Prince and theMiferbtion 
/ of: the Parliament in'4#his[Particue fd whotbdlieve 


neither -the one 'norcthe'other?>will be coinduoed- to 
make a third. Experithent'of Diſſenters Loyalty. + 


-  Itſeems however, . that they” have] ſome very. warm 


- hopes abput their hearts ; and truly: bexdinthey appear 


very-Sanguine'inthinkingror believing; Fhatthoygh 


. they. have: been:fuch” Zealous'Excluſioners3; yet: they 
. themſelves'are: not to; be exchuded from the -Right 
_ whichthey'pretend to have\to.Toleration and. Liberty 
. of Conſcience':\'But among all their Conſiderations;liad 


they added\another,to make-the-Fen Eleven; That iMe- 


' rits and good Services are the true: Foundation of the 


Bounty and Indulgence of Wiſe 'Princes, \I am afraid 


-. they would have found their-whole Party ſoſlenderly 

_-ſtockd with that preparing Ingredient. fop a\national 

"Hope, that they might &tn'have'fpared\ the ottier ten. 

- But if men' will hope” againſt: Reaſon, . they, muſt 

' be contented to . ſit down with Diſappointment , 

- which-is: the natural «Effect * of . that pleaſing \ Flat- 
"\7. " ih Ap 34 bon a hs DOTS QENPAY Þ. Qrl >; \ _n with 56h 


tery. 


Y 


Burt it ſeems they believe they have reaſon, and not 


- -only fo, but unanſwerable Right for their Hopes; and 


therefore they have recorhmended'them to: us under 


-- Ter Confiderations;” whict withtheir good leave we 
- wilt tak©the Liberty roconſider of For: ttuely; tome 
- they ſeenronly'to have confidered 'on onerfide;-Where- 
as Toleration is a" Matter of thatimportant- Moment, 
 that'it' deſerves” tobe :conſidered of agaimand-again, 


\ G1...» . \ » . 
e 4 {% . 'B'g \ , Is \ * Y 19310,4gnd 


> ol 
l f fs PD 2 vr, $3.62 i 
1 +43 V2.8 12 5h 


el Gs oa hits GRO RS As Bs - A a re 4 


Pd 
OY 


1.2; .. . Tulergtion, proved Impraflicable. . 


e 
dag 


and: poltibly may-require. not ionly ſecond, but.third 
- and fourth >Thqughts of the: WiſcltiMen, before: they 
© come! imto the belief'-of  the/bare:Expediency, much 


leſs the. Conveniency and: Neceflity of it. 


- But i beforeiI:enter upon: that, Matter, I cannot o- 


© "mit one: Paſſage inthe Epiſtle Dedicatory,.preceeding 
the Conſidergtions:movingito Toleration ,- where: the 


Authot tells us, That the only Argament againſt it, is a 
Clamorous 'pretence of its danger to the Government ; 


. and that Republick Machinatians, and poyſonous. Deſigns 
:bave, er mayobe"hatcht under Libertyoof Conſcience. 
© For 'that'there have-and maybe again:thoſe 'Atheiſti- 


cal ard.Diabolical Perſons, who wvillainoufly, under the 
Peil of Religion, play the blackeſt Hypocrites, and-car- 


' ry on:their, own ambitious. and dammable Intrigues un- 
der that Golden Vizor:| But adds he, 1s that a ſuffici- 
art Plea 5imhy- thoſe, whoſe: utmaſt aim 35 the Innocent 


Worſhip of God, untainted\ with any ſuch difloyal 
Thoughts, fhould be fined,haraſs'd, impriſoned, begga#'d 
and ruin'd as fuch ? If the Government has had Ex- 
perience of thoſe Antimonarchical Principles, undoubted- 
ly that Expei ience hath given it Diſcretion enough to 
prevent the Future Effetts of ' them, and to diſtinguiſh 
betwixt the Guilty and the Innocent. Let every Ju- 


das therefore have his Judas Fate, &c. Now from 
- hence there ariſe:many things worthy of our, Confide- 
-Tration.-:Firſt'; We may: conſider how-gently our-E- 


piſtler handles the moſt loud 'and clamorous , the 


moſt flagitious Conſpiracy , Treaſon and Rebellion, - 


that ever the;Sun ſaw , with calling it | a, Clamorous 


vizpretence of Danger , that may be, or has been to the 


Government. 
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| « Tileration. proved Impraflicable. [EP 
Government, We have-a very fine time on't indeed, 
if ſo mnch Blood and Treaſure, ſo much Sacrilege, 


and ſo many unexampled Crimes muſt now amount 


to no more than Pretences ; the overthrowing the 


Government , the Murder of the Sacred Perſon of 
theKing,the Deſolation of the Church ; are theſe only 


Pretences ? I took them always for moſt real,as well as 
monſtrous Matters of Fa& , and they who felt them, 


| knew them to be ſuch , and knew from whoſe hands 
they received thoſe diſmal Wounds ; even from the 


Gentle , Eaſie , Peaceable. Diſlenters : Nor will it a- 
vail to call them Arheiſtical and Diabolical Traitors,. 


' ſince. they were then reputed Saints , even by thoſe 


men, who now call themſelves ſo, and who could ne- 
ver yet be perſwaded to abandon that Eternal Princi- 


. ple of. Rebellion , or ſwallow the Teſt intended to 


corre that Poyſon , nor ever be brought to aſſent 
and conſent , That it is unlawful for Subjetts, upon any 
pretence whatſoever, to take up Arms againſt the King, 
or thoſe Commiſſioned by him, In the next place it 
| deſerves our conſideration , how Traitors, that have 


- the misfortune not to ſucceed ,” come to be Atheiſti- 


cal and Diabolical Hypocrites; ad how free our Dedi- 
cator is, To have every Judas have Judas his Reward, 
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14 Tolergtion proved Impra Ficables, 


which truly is a more ſevere Sentence than he ima- 
gines, if every man, who hath endeqvoured by Re- 

publick Machinations, and. poiſonous Deſigns, hatcht 
under Liberty of Conſcience, deſerves the Reward of 
Judas , and the Wiſdom of the Nation and Govern- 
ment, as. he exhorts, Take care to ſee it executed. 
I am apt to believe no great number of thoſe, for 
whom he pleads, will appear fo Innocent even within 
theſe few Years , but that they . will be in more or 
leſs danger of his Sentence?, and will ſtand i in need of 
2 Free and General Pardon to excuſe them from = 
But here is the Cunning, Artifice of the. Party, when 


for Overt Acts of Treaſon , Juſtice hath ſingled out 


the detected Criminals from ,the Herd , they treat 
them as Deer will do their hunted Companions, puſh. 
them out , and offer them as a Sacrifice to the offen- 


_ ded Government ; then they are Atheiſtic a / au F Dia- 


bolical , the blackeſtHypecrites, who. carry. on their 
own ambitious and damnable Intrignes under the Golden 
Vizor of Conſcience ; and then you mult believe that 
all the reſt, who have hag. either the Wit or good For- 
tune , or rather who. have wanted Wit to be truſted 
with. the great. Secret , muſt_ be celebrated; for ſuch, 
whoſe utmoſ# aim is the Tuvecent Warſoip of Ged, FL- 
tainted 
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Toleration' proved Imprafiicable. 15 
tainted with any Diſloyal Thoughts. So that aiding, 
aſſiſting, abetting , comforting and relieving Traitors 
and Confpirators , promiſing to ſtand by them wit 
Life and Fortunes , are no ways Criminal, or the leaſt 
blemiſh to a Diſſenter's Innocence , or untainted Loy- 
alty. 

But then comes a Maſter-piece of Art to be conſi. 
dered , which indeed ſurpaſſeth all that ever went be- 
fore, or ever ſhall come after our Dedicator, when he 
tells us, If the Government has had Experience of thoſe 
Antimonarchical P rinciples,undoubtedly that Experience 
hath given it Diſcretion enough to prevent the future 
Effedts ofthem,and to diftinguiſhbetween the Guilty and 
the Innocent,which is as well argaed,as if I ſhould fay, 
The World hath had Experience of thouſands that 
have ,been kill d by Poiſon mingled with their Food : 
therefore undoubtedly that Experience hath taught 
mankind Diſcretion enough to prevent the future Ef 
ſes of thoſe Poiſons ,and to diſtinguſh between them 
and wholeſome Food. Whereas all the' difficulty in both 
Caſes is to diſtinguiſh; and the way to prevent the 
future Eflefts is to avoid that which they know hath 
teen mortal Poiſon to others. Now the Wiſdom of 
the Government hath believed , notwithſtanding our 
| Dedicator's 
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16 = Toleration improved Impratticable. 

Dedicator' s Pndoubtedly, that it is abſolutely impoſſi- 
ble to diſtinguiſh the Innocent from the Guilty, and 
hat the fafeſt way to prevent future Effedts and Dan- 
gers, is by Coercive Laws to keep the Poiſon fron* 
ſpreading, by denying this falſe Liberty of Conſcience 
and Toleration , which by Experience they have 
found fo fatal to the Government : This is the only 
Diſcretion this ſad Experience hath given the Go- 
vernment for Prevention ; and this is the only thing 
our Dedicator would have them part with ; a very 
kind Gentleman truely, who doubts not but they 
have Diſcretion ; but indeavours to cully them out of 
it, and to leave them nothing but the Empty and 
Flattering Name of Wiſdom. For let him talk tjll the 
World's End, he will find it ſo impoſſible for the Go- 
vernment to have that Diſcretion of diſcerning the 
Innocent from the Guilty, that even the moſt Inno- 
cent may not be able to diſcover it themſelves. Ne- 
mo repente fit turpiſſimus ; there are certain ſteps by 
which men,who were in their own Eſteem and of the 
World moſt Innocent, come gradually to deſcend to 
the moſt infernal Wickedneſſes; and truly Liberty of 
_ Conſcience ſeems to open the black Gate to that 


© dreadful Deſcent. 
With 
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With” what Indignation did Zazae! repartee to the 
Weeping: Prophet, who told him what inhumane Tra- 


| | —_ he ſhould At, Am J[-a Dog? Can any Man be- 
1 


eve: that the; late horrid Rebels and Regicides, at 
the firſt Step of their Conſcientious Rebellion, had 
the Kings Murder in their Eye, and the _utter - 
Subverſion of the Government in their Thoughts 2 
Truly it is' not probable ; but when onee their Hand 
was in, and their. Conſciences got looſe from the 
Laws, they knew not where to ſtop. Could a Man 
judge by their Words and Pretences, they were the 
molt Innocent People upon the: Earth ; but how were 
they miſtaken when. it came to Trial? Nor is it 
poſſible for any Humane Power to diſcover whe- 
ther - the preſent Pretenders to Innocence are not 
juſt ſuch-- Men : and therefore - much more agreeable 
to -Prudence, to. -proteft the Government by ſuſpe- 
ing 'the worſt, ' than expoſe .it to the. ſame Dangers . 
by: aw'eafie Credulity, fo liable to be miſtaken, and 
fo ruinous if it be. 7 | | 


But to put this Matter out. of diſpute, our Dedi- 
cator Will do' himſelf, the Diſſenters, 'and - the Go- 
vernment the greateſt kindneſs imaginable, if he will 
but for once be ſo obliging, to let this infallible way- 
of diſcayering the-Innocent from the Guilty be mad 
Publick/; and: ſince it is fa Eaſie, as-that he tells us, 
undoubtedly 'the Government knows how 9.60 it, 
me- thinks he will be very hard-hearted if-he .de>. 
nies it ;/for undoubtedly it is not yet known to 8- 
ny but himſelf; and ” 2 engage he may have 2 
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Patent as the firſt Diſcoverer ; and, which-is worth 
all, without any of the ten Conſiderations, move the 
Gdvephinent more effeQtuall "4 to ſpare the Innocent, 
than all the Wickedneſs of the Guilty have proya- 
ked it to puniſh them. But I fear I have miſta- 
ken the Dedicator, and that there lies. a cunning E- 
quivocation in the -Belly of his Diſtinguiſhing betwixt 
the: Innocent and the Guilty ; and that his meaning is, 
- are Tnnocent who are not actually: diſcovered to 
be Judas es and Traytors, ſo that the Government 
in good Diſcretion ought not to prevent Mens com- 
ing to the” Gallows "by moderate Puniſhments, but 
only hang them if they: be not Krong enough to 0- 
verthrow'it, and” yet will be attempting againſt the 
Government. Juſt * as if it were an Indiſeretion 
to- whip a Fellow for Petit-Larceny, or Shop-lift- 
ing, and let him alone til} he grows a notable Fe- 
lon, and worth the hanging. Whereas it hath e- 
yer been thought the greateſt Wiſdom in Goverg- 
ment, to cruſh the Beginnings of Miſchieſs ; Princi= 
iis obſta having ever held a nguiſh Rank in the Po- 
ticks of the World: Now to in this ſenſe 
between the Innocent and —_X " is what the Go= 
vernment ' wiſely intends; and thinking thoſe- whoſe 
| a -ugaub = w_ -» 
y , it vours by Pe- 
pur] oo Fer och, mg Lhe them. from. "Jong 
þ and others: and if ſome who! are 
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a do fi it- is 
þ to cikguland INE 


who 
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who are Guilty cither ſecretly, actually, or intentio- 

nally, they muſt remember the Fable of the S:ork ta- 

ken among the Craves, and be contented to. ſuffer 

x + ot ſince they cannot be perſwaded to 
e It. 


I have but a word to add to the Dedica- 
tor, and that is concerning a paſhge where he taxes 
the Government with the higheſt injuſtice for #- 
ning, harraſſing, Ec? thoſe who only innocently aim at 
the Wor Pippie of God, as ſuch ; which is one of the 
moſt falfe and malicious Scandals in the - World, 
charged upon the Government : if it were true, the 
Government were the moſt Tyrannical, Unjuſt, and 
Cruet 5 but as it is notori falfe, the Calumnia- 
tor is moſt intolerable ; and that ir is falſe, is moſt 
apparent, there being no Law which dire&ts or in- 

i&ts a Penalty upon Diffenters, but ſhews the rea- 
fon and comden of its riſe and ſeverity, the ſecu- 
ring the publick Peace of the Kingdom, from the 
Dangers which by former ience have been 
known to take their original from theſe pretences 
and Pretenders to Conſcience and Religion,. and not 
for their Innocent aiming only at the. Worſhip of 
= or as ſuch Innocents as he would make 
, 


I now come to conſider of the Conſiderations 
moving to Toleration, which I will indeavour to 
dowith all Truth and ſhortneſs. . The Firſt is, That 
# is not the Will of God to appoint forcible Ways or 

C2 __ Courſes. 
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20 Toleration proved Imprafticable. 
Courſes to bring men to conform to his Worſhip, Naw 
this is apparently. falſe. For, Firſt, it is phin, that 
God would have all men to: be ſaved, and to.come- to 
the Knowledge of the Truth. Now how God would 
have this Will of his effeQed, is beſt known by his 
own Methods; he entreats, he beſeeches by his Am- 
baſkdors, he does good all ways, by long Suffe- 
ring he indeavours to :lead-men-to >Repentance, he 
threatens, if men will not turn, he will whet his 
Sword and bend his Bow, | he puniſhes the ' obſti- 
nate; and : incorrigible viſibly - many times .1in: this 


World, - and will hereafter.-in Flaming -Fire -take 


vengeance on thoſe that-know | not' God, :atid: obey 
not the Goſpel. Are not theſe Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments 2 Are :not theſe the moſt compulſive, Me- 
thods imaginable? Shall 'we accuſe God, andfay;: he 
leaves any thing unattempted to faye Sinners 2 For 
this Cauſe many are ſick; and weak, faith St. Paul. 
For theſe things the Wrath of God-cometh 'upon-the 
Children of Difobedience., Are: theſe only. gentle In- 
vitations, 'or the ſevere 'Terrors of the, Lord? - And 
yet it is Gods will that theſe. ſhould - be: made.,-uſe 
of, and that his Ambaſladors ſhould not- only ;in- 
"treat and ſeek Peace, but threaten War, that where 
Love cannot, Fear may compel men -to be Religi- 
ous. It is true, God hath. not put the Temporal 
Sword into the hands of the Church, he is the 
God of Order, and not Confuſion ; but he hath 
veſted the Temporal Magiſtrate with a Temporal 
Sword, which he bears not in Vain, but is to be 
a Terror to Evil doers, as well as an lngourager 

. | 0 
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 Toleration proved" Iiprafticable. 1 
of: them that do well. ” Sure® the ' commanding, the 
injoyning, | the 'obligirig men to be Religious, is with- 
1n his & maiinih ; qnd the puniſhing the. 'Intpious 
and Irreligious - comes: within :the reach of that 
Sword, *which 'is ' not to be- diſobeyed under. pain of 
Damnation; What God:hath commanded; the Magi- 
ſtrate'may ſee- performed ;/ What God hath Frohibited, 
he*"may alſo-prohibit : = his Power will  ſignifie 
nothing, he will bear the Sword in vain, if it has 
no Edge, if he may not puniſh, Nay, there can 
be no_ Order, .no Government in the World, ' if in 
indifferent things the -Magiſtrate''hath , not. 'power 
+0 impoſe | what is 'moſt conducive to the -Praceand 
Happineſs. of his 'People, and to puniſh thoſe who 
<diſobey ' his Laws, and plead Exemption from his 
Power, as-every Diſknter does who pleads for  Li- 
berty”! of 'C6nſcience. So «that it" is plain, 'the firft 
Con Weratibn,- and its Confequences,” are falle 2"'hd 
they who will Arraign the Magiſtrate' of* Injuſtice 
for uſing a Coercive Power in —_— Evil doers, 
as" all irreligious Perſons are; : do''in effect ' arraign 
him by whom Kings Reign ; and truly they whob-*t 
their firſt ſtep dare ſo _ boldly undertake, what. is, 
-and What-is not the Will 'of God, contrary to his 
Revealed Will, and viſible Methods" of propagating 
Religion, by Puniſhments as well as, Invitations, . by 
-Judgrent as. well #s Mercy," xiy' be" ſupposdcither 
very ignorant; or very bofdly”4mpjous. Ports 0995 

. ..,;Nor'is the ſecond Confid&tatlon much better,” or 
-much Truer ; That- outward 'Compitlfion © in mitters of 
EAR. « : Conſcience 
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Conſcience can, only ſerve to make . men Hypecrites ; 
if a conform = .any Worſbip,: or way TE with 
an willing mind, they cannot ſerve. God. aright, 
though the Worſhip be Right, becauſe the heart of the 
War Bigger is not right , Gc, Can outward Com- 
ulfion only make Men Hypocrites,, though the 
Worſhip they are compelled ta, be. Right z This is 
2 ſevere Sentence, . and I fear carries niore in. it 
thei the Conſiderer intended ;_ For firſt, I take it 
for granted, that there . is more. or fels of compul- 


ſion, in bringing all. men to Religion ; for Religion 
4s, not - 1n cor 


- Nature, but is fuperinduced 


: 


ſtrong and violent -Compulſions of 


pon. ut, by Rrong af h 
ihe Mind, by. the Fears of Evil; or Defires of Hap- 


pineſs ; and Compulſion is Compulſion ſtill, fet it 
come from God or Men, from Love or Fear, from 
ny ons Mind, or the Mt i i mew : fo that 
bring this 1ato a Logical Argument, and it con- 
cludes thus. | 

All Compulſton in Religion can only ſerve to make 
Men Hypocrites. ; 


But all Men are compelled by ſomething or o- 


ther, to be. Religious. 


Therefore, all Religious Men are Hypocrites, nay, 


even though compelled to: perform a_ Right oakop. 
e 


pelicd to: periorm a. H 
Sure this is moſt Hortible, as well as moſt Falſe. 
And ſecondly, our Confiderers only, that compulſion 


can. only ſerve to make. Men. Hypociites, - is & moſt bar- 


barous, 


x « ; X ; . 

Toleration proved Imprafficable. 223 
barous, as well as Falſe Reſtriction. IT have a Lewd 
Negro, who was bred an Idolater, I muſt not com- 
pel him to go to Church, for fear I o»ly make him 
a Hypocrite. Oh uncharitable! I have a Careleſs, - Ig- 
norant, Wicked Servant, who had rather Drink and 
Play, than go to Divine Service; I muſt let him a- 
lone, it can only ſerve to make him a Hypocritel! 
Yes fure, it may ferve for ſome better End ; It ma 
ferve to open his Eyes; it may ſerve to inlighten his 
Mind; it may ſerve to affect his Will, to move his 
Aﬀections, to corre his Errours, and at laſt to fave both 
the Body and Soul of the Idolater and Prophane. And 
F doubt not, but many Diſſenters have already found - 
advantage, by coming even by” to our 
Churches, and hope more will, than barely the {avi 
their Purſes, and turning Hypocrites. But it is 
_ ther ſome' Mens Ignorance, 'or Malice, to indeayour 
to ſtop Men from” gaining a'-trae- Information of 
their Judgments; and if _ can but talk againſt 

ompulſion, and for Liberty of Conſcience, and keep 
their miſlead -Profelytes irom comming to under- 
ſtand their Duty, "Intereſt, and Hap 


keep out of our Churches, and will not permit them 
{ much as to hear the kind Invitations of the _ 
L A Y. vs 


24 Taleration:proved Improfiucable. 
venly” Ambaſſadours, who'are ſent/ to- negotiate-Peace 
and good will; among Men, and ; to- heſeech them 
to tbe-reconciled to: God. So: that it-feems; Men may: 
be compejled-not-to hear, but they. malt not be coms-. 
pelled to hear, though Faith- comes by hearing, and. 
they who! are to be heard, are the. Preachers, and 
thoſe : Preachers, are - to be ſent, and' not. to run_up- 
on their. own -Heads, - as. the Teachers of Diſſenters 
do, - without either 'Miſſjon Extraordinary, by the at- 
teſtation -of Miracles, or Ordinary by Succeſſion from 
Chriſt and | his Apoſtles. | 


- The third-Conſideration -rells us, - A ſorts: of Per- | 
ons are: for: Liberty of Conſcience for, themſelves, even | 
thoſe that are moſt impoſing upon others ; and why ſhould 
ot the Church-Proteſtants make the .Presbyterians, 
the: Independents, the -Papiſts. Caſe their-rown in this 
il Point;). and do to- others what, they would Men, ſhould 


- This Conſideration is alſo unconcluding, unleſs he 
had faid, All Perſons , - Presbyterians,, Independents, 
Papiſts, who are. for - Liberty. 'of Conſcience tor them- 
ſelves. are alſo for -allowingi-it.to- others; and why 
ſhould not.' the Church-Proteſtants} For if Pres- 
byterians &c.: be for denying Liberty of Conſci: 
ence-to others, when. they are in Power, where. is 7 
the Injuſtice in- the Church-Proteſtants for doing #3 
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»And wheteu 'do they. more tranſgreſs the G -1den 
Rule, of dhingfto qthgr5as they would they ſhould 


- 


do/unto RETIRE er ey Independents, 
-&e.: if we:may: Þeheve.theigs Orac: 


26s; think ir.not 
- only unlawhil, but damaable to allow of Tolerati- 
on of..all Sets and Qpiniopns.: They. who will read 
Sir Roger L'&ftra1ge;his Daſerters $41inzs. may (gon 
cewbat Opinion Preebyperiuns have ot, Toleraigag. 
»Bikvards, a Presbyterianz A Tpleration 15apain(t rl 
-Nature! of: Reformatiog.;, Caſe, /t ir, F ght Gog, 
fight Devil, oight Ebriſt, fight Antzch iſt catch that 
catch.oons Bars; ilt. Sec, aft; of. n.-;To 
leration: hath: all Ergors, 10,11, 8 
wards 47; Liberty: in; all matters, af: Warthip ang 
Faith,:is the opeg and appazent way to (ct up Pope- 
ryz: \B4xter 37 A Butchering of Souls, a Shop, of 
Paydouefoggll.pentg/ buy and take that will; 74ee 
| -ThatwehichiDdeprrdeats deny in New Evglerd,they 
! !ſhouldmotak'for; herevin.0/ Snglard,, Diſenters 
= SGSaejings;i Part,2d. Sed. 157. of Toleration,” , I might 
inſtance in athouſand more, hoth from the Colle- 
|  ien-oh that excellent, perſon, god, axe 5 but 1 
| ie6d not praveqhe gun. ſhines gt high noon, "Nor 
> H4:tta breath of. that admirable 4 in.g 54S to 


> denyyhatioathers which we would not þe'denied. 
" } A-Jadguponthe Beach condemns the Criminal 
- 3} athe, Crinioal argues, My:Lord, If. you were in my 
S > place, would you deſire to be thusdealt hang 
S * Fbe;,condegined? My Lard, do. net tranſare(s; 
71 Exotlleat Rule 3+ Do-to.others as.you , would be 
.dpie«by.: 'For this i3-the..Law and. the Prophets, 
d And yet belicve.no man from hence will. infer, 
That:the Judg ought, not boon the Color 
Mag | bg * And 
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And the caſe is plain, We deny this Liberty, as 
the Judg, fora PublickGood- | Waddfire is, be- 
\eaufe we have by no ill 'aQtion 'forfeired' that Liber- 
ty to the Juſtice of the Laws of God 'and Men, as 
All theſe pleaders to Foleretion are well known to 
have done , which is the Reaſon why they are 
abridged, even left they ſhould hurt themſelves 
#4 others with it, #5 they. liave done; heretofore. 
$0. that rill* our Confiderer proves, That all -thar 
Defire Toleration, would as freely and readily give 
it as recelve it, Were they in ſetſed power; I fee 
boching Woying it his Confideration towards To- 
leration, or the Jultice of it. And if they will 
bur ftay for theobtainiag of it, till they would, if 
.they were' in the frame Circumſtances ' with the 
Church-Proteftants, grant it, ſome hopes they may 
hays, and fome Juſtice in their Ple#: 'But when it 
was their turn, of all others the- Church Prote- 
ſtants were efteemed noft intolerable'*-nor could 
they obtain theleaft favour from Fines, Impriſon- 
ments, Sequeſtrations and Ruin. ' F not Adonibe- 
zeck's cafe worth confider ing,” as well as this Con- 
Tideratign > eipecially fince” In the "day of their 
Power, they did' not only cut” off the Thumbs 


and Toes , but ' the Head : Whereas the Go- 


ycrnment in return 5 only ties up their. Hands 
from bringing the Knot upon | their *own 


The Fourth Confideration is not only frivolous, 


. vs to matter of Argament, but of dangerous con 


quence: For if Toleration, as Mr. Baxter ſays, 
be a Shop of Poiſon, itis a very inbumane Com- 
plement to ſay, Pray take 4 lick of which pot you 


pleaſe, 


IS? GEE, 


_ threatens us with the, danger of the Whee 
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Toleration proved Impraflicable. ny 
leaſe, and wch good may. it do. on. | I believe our 
obliging civility, to be. denied than gratified., -i 
his pon ſhould. hanker after a_ taſte. of the 
dangerous entertaigment 3 and the way to. be 
conrtegus in; his ſenſe, is (o far from being pitif 
that, it. is to be cruel. But let this paſs as a comple. 
ment fit. for the mouth of a conſidering Dilſenter, iq 
an high fit of courtelie. | | 
Andnow for the Fifth 5 wherein he remembers 
us of the hot doiags of Queen Adaries _ , and 
over- again. I think he cannot give a more cogent 
Argument againſt Toleration, nor a fairer warning 
to us to have care of our ſelves, and put a ſpoak in 
the Wheel, and endeavour to prevent the hot do- 
ings which affuredly Toleration is the moſt ready 
and al method: to bring upon;us, We have 
been under-the Wheel. of Toleraation in King 
Cherks the Firſt's time, and;have had our bones 
cruſhed with its weight, We had almoſt come un- 
der itagaigin King Char/es the Second's time : To- 
BR Ea Genthe Wheat aing. that i bad 
much ado to be ſtopt. And muſt we now lay our 
houlders to it alſo, and whip on the furious Team 
Toleration? It is kindly done however of our 
ponbceenr, to re-mind us of gue Ganger's Ay 
Toleratioo, [ believe he will not bra 
much,  ualcſs it be upan the Neck of himſelf and 
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y ” Sree Jt all be Kate g Now either! 
Ir 4 Nrdcotforming Proteſtant; of 
| aa Non-Cop, owe comes'he* to advVocite 
4Popt: Je ' which they all: pretetid to: deteſt; to 
cvs deg 5 ” as [dolore and Antichriſtian,” ag 
ed that Be *Foot ta liy: the Foundation of: the 
aftthe Church: Proteſtants,” as Papiſts 
in OHA Rd 29ff he b& #Papiſt;” it is alvery five 
piece of buſigeſs, to, ſee theſe mortal” Phetatcs of 
a- ſudden reconcifed; and _ to ſuch” fair-terms - 
amon Arabhe.. hey: pretend” fuck 
mortar hatred: TA ric '"$6(t" be the - 
end; when Herod ind Pilite' ate made Frichds! oo 
ootifeſs,” F-think a'Papiſt' hath as /faiv a *Right- to | 
Toleration as the reft vf the Pretenders; 'and thit 
is juſt 'none at all. For if 'all- theſe agree'in' the 
matq, One God; Otie' Faith, 'One' Bapriſtn;, yet 
there are a" thouſtnd'" 'other things whereitt they. 
diſagree, * : which are incompitible, - fot” only with' 
true Religion," 'but* wi, the Peace of the Civit-Go- 
verament, 'Bitto ſeenow how'the wimldirimended 
with vur Diſſeaters: *The Church'of ISL in.” 
tolerable and Antichriftian;' "becauſe! 'Fcomes 
the Papiſts, The” Papiſts themſelves deſerve Logs fs 
tion,” becaufe they believe one God, OO; *"$' 
Aert'sfiotand eg the ſaemouth!/ Gert nlp 
chi is2 v ray avg ik Wretmenit r9P?oreltentseſpe- 
cially; Ffor the fs of - fone fd amhentyl | 
Truths, all-Errors' Ni are held with thoſe Truths + 
muft {be toleraredZ” let" ns bui'd atb queer” for the 
Turks « . for they SIT 1c Gud, and Synagogues 
for the® JEM Ve all the 0d Teltuwent. 
Let us roltrite the Sebjoh ARiftias, 'who'bilieve all. 


our 
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oro radent ty om rio IS on 
 Toleration proved Impraflitable 35. 
our Presbyterians believe, and call themſelves, The 
Kirk, .and yer certainly are ſuch a peſtilent Race* 
of men , as they_ are the very” ſcatidal of 'Re. 
ligion, and ſhame of Humanity; and 4' dreadful: 
inſtance , to. what heights *Foleration may 'be im-- 
proved, even to. the Ruine of Humane ſociety, 
and turning Religion into the moſt'Diabolical and* 
mpious Barbaricy ,* fiich as' with-whoin theis is: 
not only, no comming; together* in the ſame Chnrch,- 
but no living with ſafety together with them: in* 
the ſame Land.: And'tſhould the Lamb' lie down 
Xheſe- Le6- 
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my bn ward the 3 French Monarch 


early. Xqution to prevent 
=> "ths | ure ; and if French 


Y oh pore: c mee! may in a great 
.t _ e Ey iſe. Diſſenters for it, for 
ning, their Kiogs, and railing ſuch diſtur. 
.iq_ the; GO arecamene,. as they have fo oftea 

: Nor-if we blame him, do we judg our 
Gives by doing tbe ſame thing.” For the Govern. 
—_ E vgleud reſtrains the iſſenters for former 
Kari as well as future fear z and if the French 
did the ſame, no perſon. could blame bim. - 


7 Eighth Coaideration is a meer falacy, an 
REES 


a particular to an univerſal. Nor 


would Toleration have that influence as to 
incourage Trade, but-the contrary z Wiſe men 


and Good men. would be in ſuſpenſe and feat 
Changes and [os xc the greateſt damps 
> ; Trade uſtry : Nor fo any thing 


- x 
T wtf 
- 


ly, than þ the experiment 


ds. La the Trade of 
the-N j on k low, never Money 
nee < Conti 6 more cheap, 


£ Rod 


Chapter, uſt dey gil live 
all undone ? *Now in ch G 
who uſed to gratify a" Bi 4 Wh every 
thin he defeta, for fear forſooth he ſhould cry 
ime to death, found out a better expedicnr 
for the Boy at. laſt 'finding every thing wr 
cryed for the-Moon, Oh the Mord, the Titi 7s 
thing eMe would ſerve him to play with” bur the 
Moon 3 a good Rod well applyed cured his longi ing 
and his, crying for both the Moon or any ot 
extravagant Toys. I doubt not 'but- had thoſe 
Zealous Clothiers made a ftep into 'the 'dther 
_ world, it had been eaſy to have found 'out thoſe 
who without a Toleration, would have been 
, content to drive on ſo adyantageons a Trade, and 
the Families who depended on 'them, would 
have taken Money 'from others to buy Bread}, 
though it had nor had 'the leaft finell of Tole. 
ration \about it. ' Let the Difſenters leave X 


when they pleaſe, there ate' honeſt incn enoug 
to fill up the gap; but let no man fear the 
will 'ever quit that part' of Godlineſs which hac 
gair at 'the bottom : Whether they "have Tole- 
ration, or whether they be refiſed it, Trade will 
$0 on, and if they will nat, others' will, 9 
The - Niath ' confideration is indeed a roll 
one; The Confiderer prits'the King jon mitd 
his own promiſe to imitate the Clemency of is 
Royal' Brother, and of his' Brothers protaiſes 
from Breds: So that he would tave'the World 
believe he hath the "word 'of Two KI. 
and in truth that were 'a 


indeed; 'But-to 2 him Rig 18 hom undone 
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their diſturbing and in 


ack: 7 "Af gy Decla. 
wtbolljet Faylt his Partyare not/uſually 
eq 19,18.plain 4 in, both. the quotations 


TS hen bi .of Breds , April, 1660 g and 


at of Ofaber 1660, That the Kings promiſe -was 
rw, - Ihat mo. man ſhould be diſquieted.or 
d..in (queſtion. »for differences in Opittion:; in 
he of. Re/igzon, which do not: ,a1twrb, #he Peace 
= the: .Kingdow: So. that. if. their opinions; in 
"matters of ligton were diſturbing of the Peace 


of the Kinglom,the Kings promiſe did not extend to 


them. . Now let any man.ſee which.of , the, Laws 
againſt, which they complain, are jenaGed ; upon 
any-other: foot, than as;they are þ * rol the 
Peace of the Kingdom. ;. So, that of .canſequence 
his preſent Majeſty ' being under-no greater: oblj- 
gation of. his Royal. word,. ;in; tollowing , bis Brg- 
'thers Example in. point,of Cl:meney,: he will apt 
thiok himſelf obliged to. /indulge their, Xpiniqns 


in Religion, .except..thoſe..which do not diſtu(b 


the, peace of the Kingdom : And..this, will; not 
untie, the knot: .of one, Laye,, bt fincg;the \Laws;; as 
before was "laid, only, apjmadvert upoa; them. tar 
1dangeripg the. Peace of. the 

Kingdom. , "Well, iy Teaua Jaſt, be tells .Þs, the 


e Kjog granted Tidulgeoce,and Folrayon by | 
Br Cs Mark ng cho ing gene 
be Die enters: WET. ; paged |. gratefal, da- 

upon: it ?:.Y (cs I warrant! yay.3 


af. od n ts 
nifters, broucht. Lim thanks from - ſeveral 
; L FL, Mt. hys Dec (ation, Mit to, be recorded; 


£ ng. like ;Difjenters Gra- 
ATA want. no theing recorded. 


But quid verba'audiam cun fafia video? 
Fair Words-and foul-Deeds, rhey quickly 


paid him/in/another Coin, and che Tolerati- 


-oh having 'given' them leave to Train and 


Muſter, | they ſoon gave him occaſion to re- 
pent his favour; Now City and Country 


begins to ring with Fears-of Popery and Ar- 


bitraty- Government. The Parliament are 
Penſioners, and. muſt be Diflolved ;. and 


-what influence theſe Tolerationers had up- 
on - ſucceeding \ Elections, and- what ex- 
-cellent Men they ſent to Repreſent the 


Commons, let the Votes, the Addreſles, 
the Petitions, and at Jaſt the Rye-Houſe 


 Confpiracy tell the World ; they are ſo 


freſh yet and fo -well known, and particu- 
larly to his preſent Majeſty in the Bill of 
Exclufion , . that I wonder. the confidera- 
tion did not adde that as another Ar- 
gument moving to Toſleration : truely it 
might as well have been urged as the 
other Ten, for any thing of moment I can 
ſee in them; eſpecially this laſt, which can 
onely ſerve to refle& upon what Merits 


. they can pretend to challenge this King 
. with his own and his Brothers Promiſe. 


E Let 


Toleration ptoved:Impralicable. 132 


- Let us-firſt try how they will: behave them- 
{elves peaceably. without diſturbing the Go- 
verninent for Forty -or Fifty [years and 
then” Jet them claim the benefit of the 
Promiſes, which are -onely limited to that 
Condition. - | | 
' We have inow :onely our Authors laſt 
confideration, which brings up the Rere', 
as Argumentum ab Authoritate : And which 
amourits to this, That ſeveral great Church- 
men-are of Opinion, Theut Religion is not to 
be propagated with Sanguinary Laws, nor Here- 
fees puniſhed by Fire and Faggot. -And here- 
in 1know no 'body will contradict either him 
or his Authorities. The Churches Sword 
draws no Blood , the Sword of our Law 
draws no Blood purely for Religion. | Is not 
the 'Law de Heretico comburendo repealed ? 
What then'is this tothe:/purpole.  Men-are 
not to looſe their Lives for their Religion, or 
different Opinions-in what they call Religi- 
on, Ergo they are to be Tolerated.. Men- 
are:not'to be hanged by our|Laws for Perju- 
ry, Ergo Perjuey, 'ought tobe allowed:: 'is 
'not this an' admirable conſequence. ' But if 
he-means:men-are not in-any way:to be ipn-. | 

| | nilhed 
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Tolergteon proved. Imprefiicable. 3 
nifhed for their Religious Opinions, - he hath 
given-us no: anthority ; for thac the Imperial 
Edidts ſet many pecuniary Multts upon Dif 
ſenters ta former times, and brought many 
ſraglers' te the Church by moderate Fines, 
ſo that there is Argamentunr ab Anthoritate for 
Fines : But what is this to our caſe ? Men are 
not to looſe their Lives for Religion, there- 
fore-not for Sedition.nor Rebellion neither. 


Ir is for theſe that any of the Difſenters have 


ever laſt their Lives, and if they will make 
Rebellion, Conſpiracy, Treaſon, and Sedition, 
a part. of their Conſciencious Religion ; T 
hope the Church may uſe her Arms, of Tears 
and Prayers, as in her Litany, frony all Privy 
Conſpiracy, &c. . Good Lord deliver us ; and 
I hope the Temporal Magiſtrate may uſe the 
Liberty of bisCanſcience ww inflifting the Pe- 
nolties of. the I;aws upon; ſuckpretenders to 
Relivioh,:as:turn Faith into FaQion; ard 0- 


D.Igrturn:Governinents, Marder-Princes; Ufurp 


Thrones, kill-and: ſlay all: char oppoſe -chem 
tor Goplgenteifake. | Tt is for diſtarbing.the 
Peace of the Kingdom ifithey are Fined; Im- 
-pfiſened, or any ways Punithed : -bt is not for 
their having a :Contrience; but: for having no 
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Conſcience, for making no Conſcience of diſ- 
obeying the King, and His Miniſters, the 
Eaws, and the Government. 

I Reverence the Memory of King Charles 
the Firſt, whom the Tolerations made a Mar- 
tyr, W bo would not have men who differ onely 
about the Skirts and Subburbs of | Religion pus 
niſhed ; but if they ſtrike at the Heart, the 
Metropolis, both of Religion and Govern- 
ment, [I believe the ſafeſt Advice was what he 
gave His Son, out late Soveraign, To Forgive 
them. but never Tru$t them: No-not ſo much as 
with the dangerous Edge-tool of Toleration. 

E have but two or three words. to adde, 


' which I would have conſidered as Arguments 


moving againſt Toleration... 


Fir$}, Tt is not poſlible that any Diſſenter 
would have all Opinions that call themſelves 
Religion Tolerated. For then the Religion 


of Mahometans., Fems who deny Chriſt, Ido= + 


laters who. Worſhip-the Sun and Moon, who. 
may. Sacrifice. their Sons. and Daughters to. 


Devils, will put in for a ſhare: 
Therefore ſecondly, Such onely as are To- 
trable muſt be Talerated, and others which | 
bold. | 
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hold any thing Impious'or' Damnable, ' muſt 
be excluded from the benefit of Toleration. 

. And''then thirdly; All the Diſſeaters' in 
Exgland, Scotland,and'Trehind, ought firſt to a- 
gree, Who among them are | Tolerable and. 
who are not, | 

That they may do this, ikey muſt examine- 
not onely their own Opinions, but the Opini«. 
ons 'of each party wherein they differ one 
from another, which of'thoſe are Tolerable, 
which Inceferable: | | 

When this is done, every Sect muſt reſolve 
to lay alidethat Opinion whichin the Judge- 
ment'of the reſt is TI}, Falſe, and Intolerable; 
that ſo they may bring none but Tolerable 
Opinions to be Tolerated ; that is, that the 
Government may not be obliged to- Tolerate 
any Opinion, but what they themſelves ſhall 


judge to be good, and fit tobe Tolerated; 


And when once they have brought this 


-matter to-an' iſſue; - and are: agreed among 


themſelves, then they may expect to be gra- 
tified with Toleration : For it would be un- 


reaſonableto grant a thing, till they are a 
greed. what it is they would 


have-; nor -can. 
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the Government till:then tel} what it is that 
they deſire, or what it-grants And rill they 
come. te': this perfect Union - among; them- 
ſelves, What: is oli be tolerated, and. whar 
not, 'tis but reaſonable they ſhould ceaſe im- 
portuning the Government for a-general To- 
leration ; which if granted, muſt be contrary 
tothe. Deſires and Meanmgs of moſt, it not 
all; the ſeveral Diſſenters. - And to! fay the 


ruth, without theſe Reſtrictions, a, general 


Toleration-muſteven, . in the, Opinion of all 
Diſſenters, be unlawful and wicked, ſince 0- 
therwiſe it maſt: Tolerate ſuch Opinions as in 


their Judgment are unlawful, . wicked, and 
 damnable, as all thoſe; which under theſe no- 


tions.are rejeaed by every ſeveral Set ;arem 
their Opinion.'. As for example, a Presbyte- 
rian thinks mary Do@trines of a + Quaker Ut» 
thinks the- fame of 2 en, Now 
ſhould a Presbytenan- deſire that fo-he might 
be Tolerated,- that all the-Opinjens:.of Qua- 


keriſasſhould be Tolerated:too;: he would in 


his own judgment defire that which he: thinks 


ſinful and- erroneous to be Folerated. And 
he, chat ſhould rhiak Sin-and Errouraay 2s 
By fully 


Aeon, cab can ftop-no- zre, but myſt confets 
= Sins and:Errours maybe tolerated, which 
*a-plain ſubverſion of all manner 'of Religh 
on, and the-rooting out Chriſtianity ont of 
F: the World. So that-the Quaker muſt be 
þ concent to have only ſo much of his injqrn 
3 +olecrated-asthe Predbyterian, - theTtn pen- 
3 dent, Baptiſt, Antinomian;e9vc, ſhall think un- 
ſinful and awful ;-the Presbyterian muſt quit - 
what the -others- think finful -and* uolawfjil 
in his Opinions, andfoof the reſt, or elſe they 
muſt all. confeſs themſelves wicked and Hypo- 
crites, who for their own ſatisfaRion, cane - 
.content-to haye/Sin in others Tolerated,and : 
their Souls /hardned in Ferour,- and eternally 
damned for obſtinately andimpenitently per- 
fiſting in. them. For. if they do not think 
ſomething fi nful and unlawful in each others - 
 Opinionz'andPraQtice, all'Quakers muſt be 
3 Presbyterians, all Presbyteriansmuſt be-Qua- - 
7 bers; and.they. maſt all believe that a,man” 
73 maybe faved in any.of thoſe Perſwaſang; 
Z and:then-why:do they-not:Laite-and-come - 
3 Aall-into-one Name, one Body, andone way - 
= of Worſhip? Why .do-they . net- promiſcu- : 


ouſly; 
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